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PROCEEDI NGS
MR. FORD: Good afternoon, M. Ruda. Just

for the record, it is June 18, 4:05 in the

af t ernoon.

My nane is Bob Ford, | amw th the Nati onal
Transportation Safety Board. And I will just go
around the table, they can all introduce thensel ves,

and tell you who they are.

MR. RUDA: Okay.

MR. WOODY: Bill Wody, NTSB.

MR. JONES: Rob Jones, with the National
Transportation Safety Board.

LI EUTENANT G LMORE: Lieutenant G lnmore with
t he Coast Guard.

MR. LAVERNSON: Ken Lawernson with the Coast
Guard at Portl and.

MR. FORD: Okay. Sir, if you could you
i ntroduce yourself now.

MR. RUDA: Yes, ny nanme is Sam Ruda,
actually nmy given nanme is Nathaniel Ruda, N-A-T-H A-
N-1-E-L. | amthe Marine Director at the Port of
Port | and.

MR. FORD: And your last nanme is spelled
R-U-D-A, right?

MR. RUDA: That is correct.
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MR. FORD: And you are Director of Port of
Portl and, okay.

MR. RUDA: Marine Director.

MR. FORD: Marine Director.

And from what | understand you have sone
information regardi ng the accident on the Taki Too
on June 14 of this year.

MR. RUDA: Well, | don't have information as
it relates to the specific incident in ternms of the
capsi zing of the Taki Too, all ny, | guess what you
deem deemrelevant or not relevant is the fact that
| was on another boat at the same tinme, fromthe
same charter conpany, you know, basically |eaving
t he dock at about 6:00 a.m, which is approxi mately,
| think the same tine that the Taki Too left. So, |
can, | can comment really on two things. The
condition of the water, getting out through the jaw
and maybe just some general comments about, you
know, the safety procedures what was at |east said
on our boat relative to the conditions.

MR. FORD: Okay. Well, why we don’t just go
with what you saw starting from|l eaving the dock.

MR. RUDA: Yeah, well, of course, |eaving
t he, you know, there was about 20, 20 people plus,
between 19 and 20 guests plus the captain. The
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captain of our boat

bel i eve

her |

ast nane i s Buell,

happened to be the brother o

survivors on the Taki Too.

boat . But ,

hand’ s br ot her,

U-E-L-L. So, | just can't recall the nanme of the
boat .

MR. FORD: What color was it?

MR. RUDA: What color was it?

MR. FORD: Yes. Was it the blue one, was it
possi bly Tron Buell and his deck hand was a fenmal e?

MR. RUDA: Yes, that was the boat.

MR. FORD: Okay. And that is the Norwester.

MR. RUDA: Ri ght.

MR. FORD: Okay. So, if you could continue.

MR. RUDA: So, | just, you know, having
grown up around boats on the Jersey shore, | just

t hought

That was j ust

MR. FORD: And which boat were you on?

MR.

RUDA:

it was a | ot

kind of an initial

also with the | ast

f, |

who was one of the

| do not know t he nane of the

of people for that

observati on.

ot her observation was that | think they spent no

nore than a m nute going over kind of

safety.

t he boat

rul es and

it was the boat captained by the deck

nane of Buell, B-

si ze boat.

The

The i medi ate rule was no standi ng while

is,

you know, engaged, noving forward,

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS,
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going outward to the sea. That rule was inmmedi ately
br oken getting near, getting near just beyond where
the water started getting rough before the

br eakwat er, because basically our captain didn't
want anybody on the bough, so everyone was in the

stern. So, literally we were on top of each other.

At that tinme no one in our boat was in the
cabin. And of course, we are not allowed per the
captain’s instructions, in the actual wheel house.
So, no one in our boat was wearing life jackets, not
one of us, although they did tell us where the life
j ackets were kept. So, that | just thought was kind
of odd.

| had seen kind of the wave action and the
mess and the conditions. | asked the deck hand, is
this normal conditions, abnormal conditions and she
commented that it was rougher than usual. |f you
hear the captain throttle the engine, hang on for
dear |ife, was what she said.

So, you know, our boat, anongst others,
basically were when they got to where it starts
getting rough, | guess it nmust before that sandbar,
you know, a nunber of the ships were just sort of
idling and gaining position. | think we took a

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

couple of, I remenber we were further right, and the
captain shifted the boat left and | think probably
we were in some degree a staging for about, maybe
about 15 to 20 m nutes, and then the captain started

sl owi ng making his way through the jaw. But, it

was, it was definitely precarious. | was hol di ng
on for, for, | was a little, | was a little
concerned about the conditions. But, | believe we

wer e probably one of the first boats out into the

ocean. | did not see any other boats in the area.
So, | believe we were just one of the first to, to
get out.

The captain nust have, | guess, | don't

know what the, what the protocol is, but, the
captain certainly knew t hat sonething had happened.
The initial was that another boat’s w ndshield had
br oken, that |ater, maybe about another 10 m nutes

| ater, that was a boat had, sonme people were
overboard. We actually turned around and started
com ng back but we didn’t cone back and cross the
bar, but we did cone back. Obviously, at that point
t hey knew that sone people were, were overboard.

So, we were in sight of the Coast Guard chopper.

MR. FORD: Since you were tal king about life

j ackets, were they accessible? Could you see their
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st orage?

MR. RUDA: The life jackets in our boat were
| ocated in the, in the cabin underneath the dinette
seats. So, could I see, | think the, I think there
is like alittle cabinet or a drawer that you pul
asi de, so, yes, | could have seen themin a
situation, in a capsizing situation, it would have
been i npossible to get one out of there and get one
on. For two reasons. One, the speed and obviously
the distance of having to actually to get into the
cabin. And two, there were 20 people literally on
top of each other.

MR. FORD: Did anyone nmake any remarks
regarding a |life jacket, like, boy, I wish | had one
now?

MR. RUDA: The only thing | would say is
that comng in, we returned at noon, | frankly was
ki nd of surprised that we didn’t cone back earlier,
but, that may not have anything to do with, that nay
just be because from even froma safety standpoint,
that was the best opportunity given the tide and
conditions to cross the bar back into, | guess, that
is Garibaldi Bay, or Tillamok Bay, | am not sure
what it is called. So, we returned at noon tine,
and nost, | would say about seven people had life
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jackets on at that tinme including nyself.

MR. FORD: Okay. And how did that occur, did
you request thent

MR. RUDA: No, | saw, you know, it is pretty
obvi ous, at |east on our boat, the group that can
arranged this from it was nostly Port of Portl and
enpl oyees, a few wives, and so forth, the people
that arranged it are fairly seasoned boatnmen and

fisherman. And when | saw one of themput a life

jacket, | think other people started doing the sane
thing. One wonman, | think there was one woman who
was, | think one of the wives, | think she was the

first to, to put one on. But, again, this was on
the return trip.

MR. FORD: So, she went into the cabin and
gr abbed one or did she go to the deck hand and ask
for it? How did she get that life jacket?

MR. RUDA: Well, we knew where they were, |
bel i eve, she just asked either her husband or
sonmeone that was around to get one. So, no, the
captain or the deck hand did not provide it.

MR. FORD: Okay. Did you notice any debris
in the water as you were leaving first and then if
you were, as you were returning? But, first we wl|l
start with as you were |leaving, did you see any --
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MR. RUDA: No, no debris.

MR. FORD: No debris.

And obviously then since you were all on
the aft deck, you would not have heard any VHF
comruni cati ons.

MR. RUDA: Correct. | would say, there is
anot her thing about commrunications just in terns,
no, we would not have heard any radi o broadcast. |
woul d say too, that just in ternms of the intercom
system in terns of the cabin, fromthe captain
i ssuing commands, the captain is part of just the
fishing, would give kind of, call out to, you know,
when to throw out your line, when to bring it in and
everything. But, when the engines running, you can
barely hear, in an enmergency, you know, other than
the one line of, you know, throw ng the |Iine out,
bringing it back in, you know, it was basically
i naudi bl e.

MR. FORD: Basically, in the care of the
passengers, do you feel that you received it from
the captain and the mate?

MR. RUDA: Well, that is a fair question to
ask, and | have nothing to conpare it to other than,
because | am not a fisherman, but, | would say, |
woul d say no. It was, | think they have enough
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experience to know that, you know, this is, this is,
you know, crossing the bar was a little bit
treacherous. At mnimum one would think that you
shoul d actually be wearing, they should have call ed
out that you should actually be wearing life

j ackets, at |east up through crossing the bar.

MR. FORD: Can --

MR. RUDA: Nothing like that was inferred or
suggested, or nentioned, other than we have life
j ackets onboard, this is where they are | ocated.

MR. FORD: Can you descri be how he made his
departure out fromthe jetties until he was out into
flatter water?

MR. RUDA: Yes. Well, | would say, you
know, two things that I know. One thing that is
rel evant and that the, the people that arranged this
with the Port of Portland have done this every year
and they specifically ask for Tron, Captain Tron and
t he boat that he uses. So, it wasn't luck of the
draw necessarily that we got that captain. So, he
was requested by name since the group that organizes
this, does this. So, | just know that, you know,
obvi ously we were idling for awhile. The sanme area
where the other boats were. And | am assum ng t hat
during that period people were, the captains were
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judgi ng the wave cycles, conditions and so forth. |
remenber going out, he did not just throttle it and
we just went, you know, throttled it and full out,

it was throttle, off throttle, positioning, throttle
agai n, pushing the throttle back down. So, it was
fits and starts going out. It was very nethodical.

MR. FORD: Did you do a lot of rolling, or
did you, did you find yourself in the trough,
shoul d say, where you were rolling?

MR. RUDA: At little bit. But, there was
sone fairly significant, you know, upward notions
and downward notions. | nean, | was hol ding on, on
tight.

MR. FORD: Okay.

MR. RUDA: And | was one of the few people
sitting. O her people were | eaning against things,
standing. | nmean, frankly speaking, they are
outside in that aft, in that stern section, there is
not enough room for everyone to sit outdoors.

MR. FORD: Okay. Well, we have been told
that fishing should be a fun experience. D d you
find it that way on that day?

MR. RUDA: | found the whol e experience to
be six hours of pure hell.

MR. FORD: Okay. Let nme turn it over now to

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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Bill Wody and see what he would |ike to ask.

MR. WOODY: Okay. Once you got pass the bar,
did you find that the ocean was cal ner, nore
friendly?

MR. RUDA: It certainly was, was cal mer than
goi ng through the jetty action. | nean, there was
spots where, you know, it got a little, alittle
rough, but the experienced fishernmen were set up and
it was a little bit, it was little bit, well, let ne
go back. We fished in two distinct places. W
first, after we got through the jetty, we cruised
for about 15 m nutes, | would say al nost, al nost
straight out. It was a little bit rough. But,
peopl e had, you know, the first kind around of
fishing had cone through. And it was, you know, it
was rougher than | woul d have expected, but other
peopl e on the boat were, were fishing and standing
and | guess holding on to the rails. | remined
seated the whole tine and actually didn't fish.

Then we cane back in after, | guess the distress
call and observed the whole, some of the, within
sight of the chopper. W then went back out and
then we, we then, I amassumng, | think that the
direction was south, and | amnot sure if | have the
term nol ogy right, but we ended up going for maybe
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about 20 m nutes and | believe it was south.

Because | renmenber passing or seeing those two rock
formations that kind of just a little bit out in the
ocean that are next to each other, two rocks, rock
formations that stick up out of the ocean. And then
we were fishing in an area, sonmething called the

Chi cken sonet hi ng.

MR. WOODY: Ckay.

MR. RUDA: Is what the fishernmen referred to
the area as, you know, so we were in sight of Iand
and everything. So, that was a little bit cal ner
and that is the only time when | actually saw
anot her boat, another fishing boat.

MR. WOODY: And so the entire time you

didn’t do any fishing.

MR. RUDA: | did not do any fishing. | was,
| was just, and I wasn’t fishing, | didn't fish
that, for really the balance of, | would say close

to four hours, sinply because | was pissed off
because, | just thought the whol e thing was unsafe
and yeah, just the whole --

MR. WOODY: Okay. About the other fishernmen
were, they, what percent of them were fishing, of
the 20 people, was there nine or 10 --

MR. RUDA: Well, you had about, | think for
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the nmost part everyone was fishing. There was maybe
about three people that, three to four people at any
time, that weren’t fishing and that was a function
that they were sick.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. RUDA: And chunm ng.

MR. WOODY: Yeah, there are al ways sone
fol ks that do get sick.

MR. RUDA: Yeah, yeah.

MR, WOODY: Were --

MR. RUDA: Actually, you know, the majority
of the people were fishing and the fish count was
about 130.

MR. WOODY: Was that a good, did they regard
that as a good count that day?

MR. RUDA: Yeabh.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. RUDA: | nean, | nmean, | nean, people
were catching fish left and right.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. FORD: When this was going on, the
captain’s sister was on the Taki Too, what was his
demeanor ?

MR. RUDA: You know, my only, ny only
ability to and I didn’t know that his sister was one

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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of the people until, until I think right as we were
com ng back in dock, sonmebody nentioned that. You
know, the only thing that he was saying was really
giving the instructions for when to throw the |ine
out, when to bring it in. That is really the only
thing we, we, we heard fromhim | think he cane,
he may have came out on the, you know, at |east |
saw himon the stern, nmaybe a couple of tines, and
hi s deneanor was pretty casual

MR. WOODY: This is Bill Wody agai n.

You mentioned going out into some big seas,
was there ever a pitching where the vessel stood on
the end or anything like that?

MR. RUDA: No, no. The notions were typical
wave action, you know. Vertical up, vertical down.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. RUDA: You know, | wll say, you know,

again, | don’'t have a lot of relative experience to
conpare this to, |I nmean, this was, this was a
know edgeabl e captain. | nean, just in terns of

what | observed and in terns of the way he
approached getting out of the jetty, and also com ng
back in.

MR. WOODY: |If sonebody had asked you to
wear a life jacket, just said, it is alittle rough
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(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16

t oday, whenever it is rough, we ask you to wear a
life jacket, how would that have affected you, say
when you were still at the pier?

MR. RUDA: Well, | would equate it,
personally, to the same thing as fasten seat belts
on com ng on on an airplane, after it has been
turned off, when you get to cruising altitude and
then you hit sonme, hit sonme chop. | nean, | amfrom
the school if the captain says seat belts, if the
captain says |ife preserver, they know what they are
t al ki ng about .

MR. WOODY: All right. That wouldn’t have
caused you apprehension, | guess | am asking?

MR. RUDA: Well, | would say it wouldn’t
have caused any nore apprehension than | already
had.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. If you are wearing a life
j acket going across that area, just outside of the
port, would that have nmade you feel nore
confortabl e?

MR. RUDA: Absol utely.

MR. WOODY: Okay.

MR. RUDA: | nmean, that was really ny, even
before this incident, you know, know edge of this
i ncident, was, you know, | was really bothered by

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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t he nunber of people in the stern, not really any

i nformati on about the conditions, no condition,

ot her than mnmy questioning the deck hand as to is
this normal conditions, abnormal conditions, and so
forth.

MR. WOODY: Okay. One |ast question from ne,
that | can think of now. Com ng back in, how would
you characterize the transit back in as far as how
wel | the vessel rode?

MR. RUDA: Well, com ng back in was, was a
non event. There was nmaybe about 30 seconds when we
got close to the, to the, | guess it is the bar, and
we kind of rode it in, and it was, it was a non
event .

MR. WOODY: All right. | think that is al
| have, unless you, | renmenber one thing, do you
remenber, you nentioned there was no debris.

Nothing like a log or anything |like that.

MR. RUDA: No, | didn’'t see any, any debris

or any hazards in the water

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Thank you, that is it for

MR. JONES: M. Ruda, hi, this is Rob Jones.
MR. RUDA: Yes.
MR. JONES: On a scale of 1 to 10, | guess
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you could use 10 as, on the way out being rough,
what woul d you say was |i ke com ng back in?

MR. RUDA: A two.

MR. JONES: Okay.

MR. RUDA: It was night and day. Conpletely
different, conpletely different conditions.

MR. JONES: But, you, and you said by seven
people or so did put life jackets on com ng back in.

MR. RUDA: Yes.

MR. JONES: But, the captain or deck hand
did not say put them on?

MR. RUDA: No.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Was there, with the
groups you with, did anybody bring beer with thenf

MR. RUDA: No, there was no al cohol on the
vessel. The only, the only beverages were the
captain, just as part of the came with the ship, was
coffee and | think some people had brought sone
food, maybe a coke or a diet soda. Someone brought
gi nger al e because they said that is good for upset
stomachs. But, absolutely no al cohol.

MR. JONES: Now, how do you know that? Were
you told ahead of tine that there was no al cohol --

MR. RUDA: Well, no, | am answering was
anyone drinking alcohol on the ship, | saw no one,
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and --
MR. JONES: Well, was there any nention made
to you ahead of time that this vessel, you are not
al l owed, not only to bring it, but nor do they serve
it or provide it or anything?
MR. RUDA: No. There was no nention of it.
MR. JONES: Okay. So, if you wanted to
bring a six pack with you, you know, | amj ust
wondering if you would have been allowed to do that.
MR. RUDA: | can’t answer it, but there was
nothing that said it wasn’'t all owed.

MR. JONES: Okay. Nothing in the safety

briefing --
MR. RUDA: Not hi ng.
MR. JONES: ~-- before you left.
MR. RUDA: Not hi ng.
MR. JONES: Okay.
MR. RUDA: Safety briefing covered, covered

two subjects. One was how many fish you could
catch, and basically don’t stand while that boat is
on its way out to the, to the ocean. Mentioned
sonet hi ng about if you get seasick, being on the
head is the worse place for you. Ment i oned
sonet hi ng about that there was, there is a life raft
on the, I think it was on the trans that woul d
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di sengage automatically, not the trans, just the,
the, the deck house, | guess is what you call it.
And that we are not allowed up there, but that the
flotation raft would automatically discharge. There
was, there is a, he did nention and | did see it
because it was in the aft section, he nmentioned that
there is a, one of those round life, it is not a
life preserver, but it is just one of those, it is
attached to a string that if someone went overboard,
you woul d throw that out.

MR. JONES: Ri ng buoy.

MR. RUDA: Yes, ring buoy, excuse ne. And
he mentioned that. But, that is it. That whole
di scussion | asted about, |less than two m nutes.

MR. JONES: Okay. You said your inpression
of that vessel was that it is was overcrowded, would
that be a fair statenment?

MR. RUDA: Yeah, when everyone, everyone was
in the aft, we were on top of each other.

MR. JONES: Did you see the Taki Too go out
with her passengers?

MR. RUDA: | just don’t, | saw other boats
out there before going through, going over the bar,
going out, and | just, | don’'t knowif it was the
Taki Too or not.
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MR. JONES: Did any of those | ook crowded to

you?

MR. RUDA: Yes. They all | ooked crowded to
me.

MR. JONES: Okay.

MR. RUDA: You know, growing up on the
Jersey Shore, | have seen, you know, these fishing

charters, and the first thing that struck me when |
did, you know, get on the boat was the boat seened
smal |l er than | was expecting.

MR. JONES: Where on the Jersey Shore did
you grow up?

MR. RUDA: Monmout h County near Sandy Hook.

MR. JONES: So, have you ever got out
Madi son I nlet?

MR. RUDA: | know where it is, no, | have
only gone out on boats out of, out of, you know,
Seabri ght area, Mnnouth Beach and so forth. And I
have wor ked on, on boats, just nore doing teak work,
transmen work, glass work and sone stuff like that.

MR. JONES: Okay. | amjust, | know Barnget
Mass pretty good and | was just trying to get an
i dea of that conpared to a bar, if you had the
knowl edge of it.

MR. RUDA: Yeah.
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MR. JONES: Okay. | think that is all | have
for you, thanks.

MR. FORD: Anyone?

LI EUTENANT GI LMORE: M. Ruda, this is
Li eutenant G | nore here.

MR. RUDA: Hi, Lieutenant.

LI EUTENANT GILMORE: Sir, | need you to
paint a little picture for ne, because | ama little
sl ower than the rest.

Hey, how | ong have you been narine port

director?

MR. RUDA: Well, | just came over. This is
nonth two for me. But, | do have a marine
background, prior to being at the Port, | was

director of local transportation for Ni ke, and then
before that, | spent 15 years in the container
shi pping i ndustry, not on vessels.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. So, how much tinme
have you been at sea?

MR. RUDA: Very little.

LI EUTENANT GI LMORE: Very little at all.

MR. RUDA: Yes.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. When you went out
and you were, you say it was crowded there on the
stern when you were crossing the bar, but when you
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actually went to go fishing --

MR. RUDA: Well, people then spread out
around the sides of the ship and up to the bough
ar ea.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. So once you
actually got off the stern, people were able to
spread out or to go into the cabins they wanted, did
it still seemto be crowded or did you feel |ike now
there was roomto be about and --

MR. RUDA: No, there was roomto be about.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. Before you went
out, do you have any idea of how high the waves were
where you crossed the bar or as you were crossing
t he bar, | nean?

MR. RUDA: You know, |, it would be
difficult for me to say, because | would just be
t hrow ng out nunbers.

LI EUTENANT G LMORE: Okay.

MR. RUDA: But, we --

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. Don’t throw
nunmbers at nme. Like | say, if | a visual person.

MR. RUDA: Yeah, we took --

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: When you were seeing
the waves, did any of them come over the sides of
t he vessel ?
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MR. RUDA: No, they did not. | was, | was
seated outside and | stayed fairly, fairly dry.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. So, when you were
doi ng the up and down over the waves, did you have
much sea spray bl ow ng back on you all?

MR. RUDA: Just a little bit, not nuch at
al |

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Not much at all. So,
you stayed pretty dry.

MR. RUDA: Yes.

LI EUTENANT G LMORE: Okay. All right.

MR. RUDA: And | was just in, you know, just
under sort of the overhang of the, of the cabin.

LI EUTENANT GI LMORE: Right. You know, |
hear you expressing the concerns. | feel for you
for being pretty upset and everything. Wen you
were | ooking at sonme of the wives out there, how
did, how did they seemto be reacting as you were
goi ng through the bar?

MR. RUDA: People were, there were a nunber
of us that were kind of, kind of concerned.

LI EUTENANT G LMORE: Okay. Kind of --

MR. RUDA: Not, not just, not just the
wonmen.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Well, | was working
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t hrough the group and noving up. | wasn't calling
you a woman, that is not what | was --

MR. RUDA: Not inplying it, not inplying it.

LI EUTENANT G LMORE: | was going to go next
to that, though, the nmen, you say you were seated,
but they were standing there. Were they holding
onto the sides, | nean, did they seemto naybe be
able to stand and rock with the vessel, kind of --

MR. RUDA: Pretty nmuch everyone was hol di ng
on to sonething.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. Death grip
hol di ng or just kind of |ike on a subway?

MR. RUDA: | was in a death grip and | was,
| would consider that nmy grip was, was probably a
little bit nore than others. And | just attribute
that to probably experience. But --

LI EUTENANT GI LMORE: Can | get you to hold
on just one --

MR. RUDA: People were holding on and |
woul d say definitely a little bit nore than a strap
hanger type, if you want to equate it to a subway.

(Change of tape.)

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: So, you are not able to
give ne the waves and everyt hi ng.

MR. RUDA: Yeah.
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LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: The captain, you say
that you couldn’t hear any transm ssion, right, when
he was tal king on the radio?

MR. RUDA: Correct.

LI EUTENANT GI LMORE: Did he talk to anyone
el se besides the deck hand?

MR. RUDA: No.

LI EUTENANT G LMORE: Okay. So, nobody el se
ever went up to talk to him he didn't invite
anybody up on the bridge?

MR. RUDA: No, we were told we can’t be in
t he wheel house.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. So, it was, he
never invited anybody up then.

MR. RUDA: Correct.

LI EUTENANT Gl LMORE: Okay. Listen that is
all the questions | have got. | will see if M.
Lawr enson here has any.

MR. LAWERNSON: | just want to make sure
that | didn't m ss sonething here. Were was the
deck hand when the vessel was crossing the bar?

MR. RUDA: She was in the, she was in the
aft section as well.

MR. LAVERNSON: Okay. So, she was back wth
t he passengers.
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MR. RUDA: Yes, she was.

MR. LAVERNSON: | think that is all | have
al |

MR. RUDA: You know, the, you know, ny final
comment on this and | guess it is the, it is, |
think this will present, |I think you and your team
with, | guess the nost, a | ot of conplexity is, is
that this is one of those cases where, you know,
definitely the weather was rough, but no one was
gi ving, no one was giving any, any indications of
danger.

MR. LAVERNSON: So, you would say that they
didn't feel that they were in a hazardous situation?

MR. RUDA: No, no one was saying, you know,
this is possibly a potential to be inperial. It was
definitely this could get a little rough, but that
didn't spark any concern with, you know, any of the
experi enced people. And because it didn't spark any
degree of concern with them it didn’t spark any
degree of concern with anyone el se other than yours
truly.

MR. LAVWERNSON: It would be |like, say for
those that are going there, it was just another day
at the bar.

MR. RUDA: Yes, yeah, exactly, exactly.
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MR. LAWERNSON: Okay. M. Ruda, |
appreci ate your tine --

MR. FORD: Just a few wap up itens. Could
| get your age, please?

MR. RUDA: Yeah, | am 40 years ol d.

MR. FORD: Forty. Okay. And your address?

MR. RUDA: You want my work address or ny
home address?

MR. FORD: Probably your work is fine.

MR. RUDA: Yeah, it is the, | amat the Port

of Portland, and the address at the Port of Portl| and

i s

MR. FORD: And zip?

MR. RUDA:

MR. FORD: And tel ephone nunber, please?

MR. FORD: Okay. |Is there anything el se you
would like to offer, I mean, you have a w de open

floor?

MR. RUDA: You know, | aminterested in
working with, whether it is the state agencies, the
Armmy Corps of Engineers, because | know one of the
t hings that have, that immediately came up in this
is, is well, gee, the Corps needs to dredge the, the
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sandbar here. And one of the things that | amvery
involved in, obviously, with ny role at the Port, is
this whole issue of dredging for the channel
deepening project. And you know, this is nore a
coment than the media, nore than anything, but the
i npression that it is giving the general public is
that you just pick up the phone and call the Arny
Cor ps of Engineers and then they conme down in a
heart beat and do the work. And, you know, we have a
process in this state with environnental processes,
permtting process, and all the rel evant agencies
that, | think just defies compnsense and | ogic.
The Port of Portland operates and owns a dredge. W
have got to find a better way of having a plan where
all the stakeholders, if dredging is one of the
things that is needed here, we have got to find a
way that kind of, not short circuits all these
envi ronnental issues, but just we work smarter, so
that, you know, stuff can get done. Because this
is, whether it is the channel or other things, the
whol e process is, needs to be fixed.

It is really, it is a nmess.

MR. FORD: Well, thank you very nmuch for
that. We will be looking into everything in our
report, | know that.
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RUDA: Yes. Okay. Thanks a |ot.

FORD: Thank you.

MR
MR
MR. RUDA: And give ny best to Captain Jule.
MR. FORD: WII do.

MR

RUDA: Yes, thanks. Bye.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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